
July 2016 

 

Dear Cantata Singer, 

 

It’s hard to imagine thinking about our upcoming season already, when summer festivities have barely started! 

Alas, the fall will soon be upon us, and with it, our 2016-2017 season. I’ve enjoyed looking back on last years’ 

performances: the experience of a guest conductor, our double performance of Handel’s Israel in Egypt, Brahms’ 

German Requiem (and our emotionally charged performance of it), and of course, the #BachPärty.  Our three 

beautiful chamber concerts at the Academy of Arts and Sciences were a thrill to participate in, both as audience 

member and artist. Each concert was filled with beautiful, nuanced music-making, and having the soloists come 

directly from the chorus made for a wonderfully rich experience. 

 

So much of the success of our organization relies on, and is because of, our members. Whether it be through the 

incredible talent you lend through your voice, or with your time by helping out behind the scenes as section 

leaders, music librarians, house managers, snack coordinators, and board members. Please consider being a 

volunteer for one of these positions for a concert or two. It will be so helpful if you say “yes” when approached to 

fill one of these roles. 

 

Let’s remember to seize opportunities in the upcoming season to express thanks to our incredibly talented staff:  

 

● David Hoose and Allison Voth for putting together coordinated, rich programs 

● Jennifer Hughes for her invaluable work in making this organization stronger and stronger with each 

passing year that she serves as executive director 

● Michelle Rush for continuing her work with Classroom Cantatas - expanding into a new school; the 

program culminated in two full-to-capacity performances at the Boston Children’s Museum. Michelle also 

assumed the role as production manager - dealing with all the logistical issues that make our concerts run 

smoothly 

● Emily Weddle for her outstanding work in mounting the Classroom Cantatas online library and launch 

party, and for her continued efforts to bring our organization to the forefront of the Boston art scene 

through inventive marketing (we love the catchy hashtags!) 

● Bridget Dennis for overseeing the bookkeeping and finances  

● Luellen Best, who has served as the personnel manager for so many years and will now be stepping down 

in that role 

● Andrea Wivchar who has served as president and vice president for the past three years, and 

● Elise Krob for being willing to fill the role of chorus vice-president for the upcoming season.  

 

The tireless efforts of these dedicated, passionate people continue to make Cantata Singers a truly great arts 

organization. 

 

Moving forward, we are so fortunate to have Allie Whitfield step up as our new fearless personnel manager. 

Please take the time to thank her for taking on this huge responsibility, and let’s make her first season easier by 

filling out the “availability form” as soon as possible (due by August 1st). The rehearsal schedule is attached, as is 

the link to the google form which you can fill out online. 

 



As you consider your availability for this upcoming season, please carefully determine whether other 

commitments will permit you to fully participate in your section and contribute to the success of the ensemble. 

We’ve all heard this before, but last minute cancellations and changes in the carefully staffed ensemble have a 

ripple effect on the chorus as a whole, and create much more work for the personnel manager and behind-the-

scenes staff. When considering your availability, please pay particular attention to a few unique differences this 

year:  

 

1. Concert 1 and Concert 3 happen after long weekends. 

2. Concert 2 and Concert 3 are double performances - please make sure you are available for each 

performance. 

3. The concert week rehearsal schedule may vary with time/days than previous years. It is of utmost 

importance that you can attend every rehearsal in concert week. 

 

Our next season should be as thrilling as its predecessors. David and Allison have thoughtfully prepared the 

mainstage and chamber series concerts to complement each other. Concert 2 and Concert 3 are double 

performances, which offers us the opportunity to expand our audience.  

 

Additionally, we are looking forward to welcoming new members into our chorus family, and to better connect 

ourselves with members new and old. In that spirit, we encourage you to extend an invitation to your musically 

talented friends to the fall auditions, which will be held September 11. Please spread the word.  

 

One of the easiest ways to get involved throughout the season is to continue encouraging friends, family, and 

colleagues to attend our concerts. There will be marketing tools for us to use for each concert. In addition, this 

year will be our auction year so stay tuned for what that will entail.  

 

Lastly, if you find yourself unable to sing in every concert, I encourage you to still be an active audience member, 

not just during the mainstage concerts but in the chamber series as well. It is an honor that we have a partnership 

with the Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the chamber series concerts provide a more intimate look into 

Cantata Singers. The camaraderie and support that is felt within our organization is something to admire. 

 

Enjoy the remainder of your summer, and I look forward to working with you this coming season.  

 

Best, 

 

Felicity Salmon 

Chorus President 


